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need answers, and I think our veterans 
need answers on why it is not hap-
pening. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL KINSHIP CARE MONTH 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, last 
night, this body approved a resolution 
authored by Senator WYDEN and myself 
designating September 2015 as National 
Kinship Care Month. 

While many may not be aware, there 
are approximately 2,700,000 children 
living in kinship care around this coun-
try. That means millions of grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, and other rel-
atives are looking after children in 
every urban, rural, and suburban coun-
ty of the United States. 

These caregivers have stepped for-
ward, often at great personal expense, 
out of love and loyalty to care for chil-
dren during times in which biological 
parents are unable to do so. They pro-
vide safety, promote well-being, and es-
tablish stable homes and environments 
for extremely vulnerable children dur-
ing very challenging circumstances. 

They serve in a time of upheaval and 
great change for these children, assist-
ing them to recognize their self-worth 
and potential. 

Kinship care also enables the chil-
dren to maintain family relationships 
and cultural heritage as they continue 
residence in the native community of 
the child. 

This resolution sends a clear message 
that the Senate is proud of and wishes 
to honor these everyday heroes, kin-
ship caregivers, who throughout the 
history of the United States, have pro-
vided loving homes for parentless chil-
dren. 

It is my hope that National Kinship 
Care Month can provide each of us with 
an opportunity to recognize and cele-
brate the sacrifice and devotion of kin-
ship caregivers. And while there is still 
a great deal of work we can do to en-
sure that all children have a safe, lov-
ing, nurturing, and permanent family, 
regardless of age or special needs, kin-
ship care providers exhibit a template 
of care and sacrifice that should be pro-
vided for every child in this great coun-
try. 

I am very proud of this resolution 
and this acknowledgement, and I thank 
my colleagues for giving it their unani-
mous support. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID WOLK 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 

take a moment to recognize the 
achievements and contributions of a 
remarkable educator, a personal friend, 
and a celebrated leader in my home 
State of Vermont. 

For decades, David Wolk has success-
fully distinguished himself as an edu-
cator and public servant to the people 
of Vermont. Now in his 11th year as 
president of Castleton University, for-
mally known as Castleton State Col-
lege, David likes to call Castleton ‘‘the 
small college with a big heart.’’ As the 
longest serving president in its history, 
he has increased the college’s involve-
ment in the community and has ex-
panded the university’s commitment to 
civic engagement and service among 
students and faculty alike. His per-
sonal commitment to his hometown of 
Rutland, VT, is evidenced through his 
service as a former State senator and 
current role as a local justice of the 
peace. 

As David has emboldened Castleton’s 
primary mission to serve Vermonters, 
the institution has forged new partner-
ships and expanded its opportunities to 
reach far beyond its footprint in Rut-
land County. David’s leadership is cur-
rently enabling the Castleton Polling 
Institute, which conducts surveys for 
Vermont politicians and media outlets, 
to expand to a national audience. 
Meanwhile, the Castleton Center for 
Schools continues to serve hundreds of 
Vermont educators by offering ad-
vanced continuing education opportu-
nities each summer. Under his leader-
ship, Castleton athletics has expanded 
from 12 sports at his inauguration to 27 
varsity offerings, enabling Vermont 
students to play Division III sports. 
Most recently, David has provided the 
vision and guidance for Castleton to 
undergo its own transformation as the 
college seeks to grow its prestige and 
opportunities as newly named 
Castleton University. 

David held a distinguished career in 
education even before stepping foot at 
Castleton. He served as chief of policy 
for former Vermont Governor Howard 
Dean and as the Vermont commis-
sioner of education. Dedication to his 
native community of Rutland may also 
be witnessed by his impressive resume 
as a school principal, superintendent of 
the Rutland City Public Schools, a 
guidance counselor and teacher, and a 
college instructor. He has also served 
as a member of numerous boards, in-
cluding the Vermont Business Round-
table, the Vermont Public Education 
Partnership, and the Vermont Student 
Assistance Corporation. In recognition 
of these achievements, he received the 
2009 Eleanor M. McMahon Award for 
Lifetime Achievement from the New 
England Board of Higher Education. 

If his career is not inspiration 
enough, David’s commitment to family 
surely is. The proud father of four chil-
dren, David led his family through the 
celebration of the life and legacy of his 
wife, Diane, when she passed away this 
summer, nearly a decade after being di-
agnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s. 
A lifelong educator herself, Diane and 
David, together, gave more to their 
community than most. And David’s 
compassion and commitment to Diane 
leaves a lasting impression on those of 
us who call him a friend. Marcelle and 
I admire him. 

In recognition of David Wolk’s serv-
ice and resiliency, I ask unanimous 
consent that Terri Hallenbeck’s article 
from the August 26, 2015, edition of 
Seven Days be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From Seven Days, Aug. 26, 2015] 
RESILIENT DAVID WOLK CHAMPIONS 

CASTLETON UNIVERSITY 
Between the playing fields that serve the 

Castleton Spartans, a marble monument 
tells the story of the Greek king Leonidas 
and how he bravely resisted an army of in-
vaders. 

David Wolk chose the 22,000-pound stone 
from a Rochester quarry and had it polished 
and engraved in Barre. As Castleton’s long-
est-serving president and its cheerleader-in- 
chief, he hoped the monument’s message, ti-
tled ‘‘Spartan Pride,’’ would inspire stu-
dents. He installed it six years ago, just after 
the college football team’s inaugural season 
in a brand-new stadium. 

Players quickly made the monument the 
focus of a new Castleton tradition, stopping 
to touch it on their way to practices and 
games. It offers no guarantees of victory on 
the field but is an apt symbol for the little 
college’s fighting spirit to survive—and 
make a name for itself—in the increasingly 
competitive world of higher education. 

For the past 14 years, Wolk has labored to 
transform Castleton from a tiny, isolated 
college into a growing university with ade-
quate funding, marketable programs and sat-
isfied students. Last month, it got a new 
name: Castleton State College became 
Castleton University. 

‘‘Not a lot of colleges are planning on in-
creasing their enrollment these days,’’ said 
Vermont State Colleges chancellor Jeb 
Spaulding, who oversees Castleton and four 
other state colleges. ‘‘Dave’s different. His 
plan is, ‘I’m building something that’s at-
tractive.’ ’’ 

‘‘He’s the pied piper of Castleton and Rut-
land County.’’ 

Just as impressive is the fact that 62–year- 
old Wolk managed to remake Castleton 
while he waged another, personal battle. Be-
neath the engraved tale of the Spartan king, 
there’s a hint at that story, too. In small 
type at the bottom of the rock, it reads, ‘‘In 
honor of Dr. Diane Wolk.’’ 

Wolk’s life is so intertwined with his work 
at Castleton that he brought in this monu-
ment, at his own expense, not just to create 
a Castleton tradition, but as a tribute to his 
wife. Diane Wolk was a longtime teacher, 
school principal, chair of the State Board of 
Education and one-time director of student 
teaching at Castleton. She was diagnosed 
with early-onset Alzheimer’s disease in 2007, 
on her 57th birthday, four years after she 
first started noticing symptoms. 

David Wolk watched in awe as his wife ac-
cepted her fate and even strove to demystify 
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